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honoring all that he has done for the families 
of Cape Cod. 
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HONORING THE CROATIAN 
AMERICAN CIVIC CLUB 

HON. JASON ALTMIRE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2012 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Croatian American Civic Club of 
Farrell, Pennsylvania, as it celebrates the 
Centennial of the ‘‘Hrvatski Dom,’’ the Cro-
atian home. This architectural and cultural 
landmark, which still stands, serves as a re-
minder of the great impact the Croatian com-
munity has on our region’s rich cultural history. 
Their commitment to the preservation of their 
culture is worthy of this body’s recognition and 
admiration. 

Croatian immigrants, who began construc-
tion on the Hrvatski Dom in September of 
1912, would arrive immediately after their 12- 
hour shifts at the steel mills to work on the ar-
duous task of laying bricks. On Thanksgiving, 
1912, less than three months after the begin-
ning of construction, the Hrvatski Dom was of-
ficially opened, serving as a testament to the 
dedication and perseverance of these immi-
grant laborers. 

Starting as lodging for a collection of Cro-
atian immigrants, the Hrvatski Dom quickly 
transformed into the central location for a 
community of like-minded Croatian Americans. 
As the hub for Croatian immigrants, the 
Hrvatski Dom became an educational, musi-
cal, and athletic haven for young and old 
alike—bridging the gap between the old coun-
try and their new culture as American citizens. 
I would also like to give special recognition to 
a celebrated member of the Croatian Amer-
ican Civic Club, who passed away earlier this 
year. Known as Aunt Polly, Mrs. Pauline 
Desput exemplified the love and care of the 
Croatian community in Pennsylvania. 

I take great pride in celebrating and con-
gratulating the Croatian American Civic Club 
of Farrell on its momentous day. 
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Friday, October 5, 2012 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and celebrate the Fiftieth anniversary of 
Mee Memorial Hospital in King City, California. 
Founded in 1962 to replace an outmoded and 
inadequate facility, Mee Memorial has served 
its small town home and over 5,000 square 
miles of surrounding rural farms, ranches, and 
scattered residences with the highest quality 
medical care for the last half century. In that 
time it has grown into modern facility with a 
network of clinics serving the whole cross sec-
tion of the local community, from farmworkes 
and local retirees to visiting U.S. Army Re-
serve soldiers training at nearby Fort Hunter 
Liggett. 

In the late 1950s, South Monterey County 
leaders recognized the need to upgrade their 

community’s medical care. Dr. L.M. Andrus 
and his son, Dr. L.H. Andrus, donated land for 
a new hospital. Local leaders secured part of 
the construction funding through the federal 
Hill-Burton Act. A community campaign raised 
the balance needed, with local ranchers Myrtle 
Mee and her son Tom Mee donating the final 
$150,000. They sold a valuable herd of cattle 
to complete the campaign. The campaign 
leadership named the hospital in memory of 
Myrtle’s husband, George L. Mee, in recogni-
tion of this final critical effort. 

Mee Memorial has kept up with the chang-
ing needs of the community and in 2001 built 
its present 199 bed facility adjacent to the 
original 1962 facility. This modern hospital is 
the core of the Mee Memorial Medical System 
in Southern Monterey County which also in-
cludes four outpatient health clinics in King 
City and one in the neighboring City of Green-
field. 

In 1962, only 10,000 people called Southern 
Monterey County home. Today the population 
has grown to nearly 50,000, and Mee is still 
the only hospital within fifty miles. The hos-
pital’s on-site heliport, a project supported by 
the King City Lion’s Club, transports critical 
patients to other facilities as needed. Today 
Mee Memorial employs more than 500 people. 
Over seventy-five volunteers are active in the 
Service League and Foundation, which spon-
sor many events and fund-raisers to provide 
valuable services and equipment to meet the 
needs of the patients. It is these people, the 
doctors, nurses, administrators, and the deep 
bench of community support, that make Mee 
such a vital part of Southern Monterey Coun-
ty’s quality of life. Mee Memorial has seen 
some challenging times in recent years, but 
the skill, dedication, passion, and profes-
sionalism of these people ensure that Mee 
Memorial’s future is a bright one. 

Mr. Speaker, I know the whole House joins 
me in congratulating Mee Memorial Hospital 
on its anniversary, and wish them many more 
years of quality service to the public. 
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RECOGNIZING ALVARO URIBE AND 
RICARDO SALINAS, TWO KEY 
FIGURES IN LATIN AMERICA 
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Friday, October 5, 2012 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-
day October 1st, the Congressional Hispanic 
Leadership Institute (CHLI) hosted their First 
Annual Trade and International Affairs Sympo-
sium, which highlighted the contributions of 
the U.S. Hispanic community to the global 
economy. To culminate the day of activities, 
CHLI honored two important figures from Latin 
America during the Global Leadership Salon 
Dinner: Alvaro Uribe, former President of Co-
lombia, and Mexican businessman Ricardo 
Salinas, President and CEO of Grupo Salinas. 

Alvaro Uribe started his career in public 
service as a Senator of Colombia, making 
great strides in increasing community partici-
pation in government decisions. Then, he be-
came Governor of Antioquia, where he cut 
government spending and allocated more 
funding to the education system to improve 
schools. During his tenure as Governor, 
40,000 people received training in the peace-

ful negotiation of conflict; and, with community 
cooperation, the number of kidnapping cases 
fell dramatically. In 2002, Mr. Uribe became 
President of Colombia and our country’s 
staunchest ally in Latin America. With his in-
tegrity and courage, Uribe fought the extremist 
forces within his country and led an aggres-
sive campaign to root out drug traffickers. Co-
lombia strengthened its democracy, improved 
its judicial system, protected human rights, 
and enhanced the way of life for all Colom-
bians. Mr. Uribe reaffirmed his commitment to 
the U.S. by negotiating the U.S.-Colombia 
Free Trade Agreement, a critical alliance that 
benefits the security and economic interests of 
both nations. It is no wonder that in 2009, 
President George W. Bush honored Alvaro 
Uribe with the U.S. Presidential Medal of Free-
dom for his meritorious contributions to our 
country. To this day, Mr. Uribe remains a 
great friend of the causes of freedom, democ-
racy, and human rights in Latin America; and 
a strong partner of the United States. 

Ricardo Salinas has been a pioneer in 
breaking down walls of competition in key in-
dustries in both México and the rest of Latin 
America. While his business achievements are 
admirable, his philanthropic work is perhaps 
even more laudable. Ricardo has been an out-
spoken entrepreneur who has dedicated his 
business career to promoting education, 
health and human rights among the commu-
nities he serves. Through Fundación Azteca, 
Ricardo has raised millions of dollars for im-
portant charities in México. Following the 
steps of Fundación Azteca, Ricardo founded 
Fundación Azteca América, an organization 
that works to promote the well-being of the 
Hispanic community in the United States. As 
part of their work, Fundación Azteca América 
has developed a series of social campaigns 
such as establishing educational programs for 
young Hispanic students to access quality 
education; improving civic engagement; and 
learning about financial responsibility. The or-
ganization has also been a staunch supporter 
of comprehensive immigration reform. 

Mr. Speaker, as we continue to celebrate 
Hispanic Heritage Month, I am honored to 
have these two significant leaders from the 
Western Hemisphere in our nation’s capital. I 
would also like to thank CHLI for their vision 
of advancing the Hispanic community’s diver-
sity of thought in the United States and be-
yond. 
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SUPPORT AND CONGRATULATIONS 
FOR THE MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. BIMINI PLAQUE PROJECT 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2012 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my support and congratula-
tions for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Bimini 
Plaque Project. 

The project is an effort to bring attention 
and awareness to the connection Dr. King had 
with The Bahamas, particularly Bimini. A spe-
cial celebration and ceremony scheduled for 
October 5–7, 2012 will include the unveiling 
and placement of a commemorative plaque 
and bust of Martin Luther King, Jr. in the 
mangroves where Dr. King is said to have 
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